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A PERSPECTIVE ON “HAZING":

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE WORD FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

tion and continue to believe that rules without a
sensible basis will be followed just because they
are rules, and then we are surprised when the
responsive behavior is taken underground and
exaggerated. This logic should also apply when
we reasonably consider the actions and behav-
ior that constitute “hazing.” Typically, the be-
havior that manifests in most of the headlines
is so clearly misguided that there is universal
agreement on using “hazing” as the descriptor.
However, then there is the “gray” area of “haz-
ing,” where disagreement and some intellectual
discourse on the subject is possible.

At Cornell, there was a call to action
by President Skorton in the fall of 2011 to
end “pledging as we know it”—i.e., get rid
of the hazing. The response to this call in-
cluded the creation of a working task force
known as R.A.R.E. (Recruitment, Accep-
tance, Retention, and Education). This task
force recently conducted a webinar (which
can be seen in its entirety at http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Vecn2IcUE9II) that
presented the recommendations it had made
to the university administration. Much of
the substance embodied in the work of the
task force has value and would likely serve
to enhance the Greek experience. However,
there is still that slippery slope of what
behavior constitutes “hazing.” One of the
slides was metaphoric for the difficulty in
defining the term. In it, three definitions
were summarized:

1) New York State Law (§120.16 &
§120.17): “...creates a substantial risk of
personal injury;”
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2) President’s Skorton’s “A Call to Lead,”
CDS 8.29.2011: “ ... humiliates, intimidates,
abuses, or endangers;” and

3) Cornell Campus Code of Conduct (Ar-
ticle IILA.1.f): © ... endangering the physical
health of an individual or causing mental dis-
tress.” I have taken the liberty of loosely order-
ing these from the narrowest to the broadest
definition—in my opinion, “mental distress”
covers much of our daily lives, including the
educational experience of Cornell.

Ultimately, the success of any program
that looks to stem the tide of “hazing” will be
largely dependent on the scope of the behavior
attributed to the term—the broader and more
encompassing the definition, the less likely it is
that students will be willing to follow the rules.
Speaking for myself (although I am sure many
others will agree), the experiences of my life dur-
ing which I felt some degree of “mental distress”
are those that I consider to be periods of valuable
learning and growth. I hope this effort to “end
pledging as we know it” doesn’t take away the
opportunity for substantive learning and growth
from a generation that so desperately needs it.

John R. Tuttle 81
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INITIATION 2012 WELCOMES 19 NEW BROTHERS TO ALPHA DELTA PHI

Alec Jeffrey Budow 15 is a freshman in the
School of Hotel Administration. Alec is from New
York City and a graduate of the Columbia Grammar
and Preparatory School, where he was known for
his commitment to public service. While at Colum-
bia Prep, Alec served on student government for five
years in addition to working on Mayor Bloomberg’s
reelection campaign and in the Office of the Mayor
of the City of New York (Bloomberg). In student
government, Alec raised the most funds as treasurer
in the school’s history; these funds were ultimately
donated to the school’s scholarship fund and Doctors
Without Borders. Alec’s work to better his communi-
ty was ultimately recognized by the New York State
comptroller with an award for academic excellence
and civic commitment.

Alexander Davis Gulbrandsen ’15 hails from
Far Hills, New Jersey. He attended the Lawrenceville
School, where he was a member of Hamill House and
competed in tennis and swimming. He is currently en-
rolled in the College of Arts and Sciences, majoring in
history. Alexander intends to pursue a career in either
law or finance.

Alexandre “Alex” Yves Langlois 15 was born in
Greenwich, Connecticut, and raised in Bedford, New
York. He attended Deerfield Academy—a boarding
school in western Massachusetts—for high school.
While at Deerfield, Alex was an active member of
both the football team and disciplinary committee.
He is currently studying biology at Cornell in the
College of Arts and Sciences, and he is considering
becoming a pre-med student. Alex is also a member
of the Cornell polo team. Polo has been a lifelong
passion of his, and he is looking forward to playing
with Cornell in the future.

David Jacques Weinstein *15 was born and raised
in New York City and attended Riverdale Country
School. During his high school career, he interned in
finance and real estate, worked as a superintendent in
an apartment house, volunteered in a hospital, and did
biology research. David played competitive tennis for
part of high school and then made the switch to track
and field, which he continues to pursue at the college
level. He is a natural resources major and plans to in-
tern in private equity this summer.

Francesco Xavier Jimenez 15 was born in Los An-
geles, California. Before matriculating to Cornell Uni-
versity’s School of Hotel Administration, he attended
the Buckley School in Sherman Oak, California, where
he was captain of the soccer team. He is currently the
vice president of the Hotelie Entrepreneurs club. He
aspires to start his own entrepreneurial business in the
United States. Alpha Delta Phi’s distinguished history,
magnificent chapter house, and the unique ideals of
the brotherhood are what first attracted Francesco to
our fraternity.

Gregory “Greg” Alan Zalevsky ’15 was born
and raised in Los Angeles, California. He attended
the Harvard-Westlake School in North Hollywood,
where he was student head of solicitations for silent
auctions as well as captain of the football team. Dur-
ing his senior year, he achieved the Scholar-Athlete
award for maintaining the highest GPA on the football
team. Currently at Cornell, Greg is majoring in eco-
nomics in the College of Arts and Sciences in addition
to playing varsity sprint football. He hopes to pursue a
lucrative career in finance and develop strong, lasting
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relationships with the brothers of the Phi. It was an
appreciation for individuality in addition to a feeling
of unity which first attracted Greg to the brotherhood.

John Bowen Dunn 14 was born in New York
City and raised in Bedford, New York. He trained and
studied at the Weil Tennis Academy in Southern Cali-
fornia for high school. Upon graduation, he accepted
a Division I tennis scholarship to the Citadel Military
Academy. After completing his first year at the Citadel,
he decided to transfer to the Charles H. Dyson School
of Applied Economics and Management at Cornell.
John is concentrating in finance and entrepreneurship
and minoring in real estate. After his time at Cornell,
John aspires to work in finance and eventually start his
own investment firm.

Jonathan Ronald Grecco *15 was born and raised
in Bedford, New York. Before coming to Cornell, he
attended Fox Lane High School, where he was a
captain of the wrestling team, a two-time all-district
cellist, and head of the President’s Junior Leadership
Council based out of Northern Westchester Hos-
pital. As a member of the council, he organized an
alcohol awareness campaign for which he created a
tri-fold card containing information regarding physi-
cal signs that indicate a person needs to go to the
hospital, important numbers to call when a person is
in trouble, and myths about alcohol. 10,000 copies
were published in 2010 and continue to be published
and distributed throughout Westchester County ev-
ery spring during prom season. Jonathan is currently
a nutritional sciences major in the College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences with aspirations to become an
orthopedic surgeon.

Joseph “Joe” Vincent Loria *14 was born and
raised in Woodmere, New York. Prior to attending
Cornell University, he studied at G. W. Hewlett High
School, where he was captain of the lacrosse team.
Joe later continued his athletic career at Adelphi Uni-
versity as a member of the varsity lacrosse team. He
is currently an ILR major in the School of Industrial
and Labor Relations. The camaraderie and character
of the brothers in the house is what attracted Joe to
the brotherhood.

Jose David Pagan Lassalle 15 was born and raised
in San Juan, Puerto Rico. He received his high school
diploma from Wesleyan Academy, where he was presi-
dent of the student body, vice president of the National
Honor Society, and a member of the varsity soccer
team. Among other things, Jose collaborated with
faculty and staff on his school’s re-accreditation com-
mittee, as well as in the Parent, Teacher, and Student
Organization (PTSO). His interest in and commitment
to Puerto Rico have led him to participate in different
efforts, the most recent of which was a proposal to an
NGO for a project aimed at developing environmental
awareness in the urban district. Jose is currently pursu-
ing a Bachelor of Arts in architecture from the Col-
lege of Architecture, Art, and Planning and plans to
explore different opportunities in the fields of design

and business.

Justin Rogers Calabrese *15 was born and raised
in Los Angeles, California. Before coming to Cornell,
he attended the Harvard-Westlake School in North
Hollywood, California, where he was goalie for the
varsity water polo team and a delegate in Model UN.
Currently, Justin is studying in the College of Arts and
Sciences, but is undecided about his major. The long
history and tradition are what attracted Justin to the
Alpha Delta Phi.

Kenneth Rudy Ballato Jr. ’15 was born and raised
in Westhampton Beach, New York. Before arriving at
Cornell, he attended the Groton School in Massachu-
setts, where he was captain of the tennis team, presi-
dent of the book club, and co-author of a collection of
essays about Groton alumni who devoted their lives
to government service (the collection is expected to be
published this autumn). Currently, Kenneth is a his-
tory major in the College of Arts and Sciences with the
aspiration of entering public service.

Michael Guy Rothbaum ’15, from New City,
New York, attended the Solomon Schechter School
of Westchester before arriving at Cornell. In high
school, he was a member of student government, a
volunteer Hebrew teaching assistant, editor-in-chief
of his yearbook, and the president of the local vol-
unteer ambulance youth corps. On campus—where
he serves as a university ambassador as well as the
international projects associate director for Cornell
Health International—Michael is studying compara-
tive literature in the College of Arts and Sciences,
with minors in Spanish and pre-medical advising. He
hopes to become a neurosurgeon. The strong respect
for both tradition and diversity is what first attracted
Michael to the brotherhood.

Michael Paul Jahnle 15 was born and raised in
the western suburbs of Philadelphia and is the young-
est of four children. He attended the Episcopal Acad-
emy in Newtown Square, Pennsylvania, where he cap-
tained the varsity rowing team and was a lead editor
of the school newspaper, among other achievements.
At Cornell, Michael studies urban and regional stud-
ies in the School of Architecture, Art, and Planning,
and he intends to earn a minor in real estate. Michael
was attracted to Alpha Delta Ph because of its diverse,
unique, and accomplished brotherhood.

Nicholas Morris Stieg *15 was born in Boston,
Massachusetts, and raised in New York City. Before
arriving at Cornell, he attended the Browning School
in New York, where he was captain of the varsity soc-
cer team as well as a member of Model UN, Mock Tri-
al, and the investment club. Nicholas was also captain
of his interscholastic polo team and is continuing his
polo career at Cornell as a member of the men’s varsity
polo team. Currently, he is a government and econom-
ics major in the College of Arts and Sciences with the
aspiration of entering into real estate development.

Nicholas “Nik” Taper Feldman ’14 was born
and raised in Baltimore, Maryland. Prior to attend-
ing Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administra-
tion, Nik studied at the Gilman School for 13 years
and received both the Christ’s Hospital England Ex-
change Award and the Gilman Award upon graduat-
ing. As a distinguished polo player, Nik was one of
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Robert H. “Bob” Herrmann ’41 died on
May 23, 2011, of heart disease in Cock-
eysville, Maryland. Herrmann was born
and raised in Garden City, New York. He
earned bachelor’s degrees in chemistry in
1941 and chemical engineering in 1942.
In the army during World War II, he at-
tained the rank of captain, commanding
troop transports to France and Italy. Her-
rmann began his career in 1946 in Mont-
clair, New Jersey, working for E. I. du Pont
de Nemours and Company. He moved to
Baltimore in 1948, when he was hired by
Davison Chemical Company as technical
director of a silica gel project. In 1958,
Herrmann went to work for W.R. Grace
and Company, directing the production
of silicon used in rectifiers and transis-
tors. After Texas Instruments produced
a form of the chemical that was 10-times
more pure than its competitors’ products
at half the cost, Herrmann joined Thiokol
Chemical Corporation, where he spear-
headed sales of solid-fuel rocket boosters
to NASA. “During trips to Cape Canav-
eral to view launches, he met astronauts
Gus Grissom and John Glenn, as well as
Vice President Lyndon Johnson,” said his
son, R. Leith Herrmann. From 1974 until
1993, when he retired, Herrmann worked
for Teledyne National and National Ecol-
ogy, establishing recycling plants in Palm
Beach, Florida, and other U.S. cities. He
enjoyed woodworking and was an accom-
plished watercolorist. Herrmann also liked
to ski and was a world traveler.

Paul Micou ’48, of Montclair, New Jersey,
died on Sunday, July 17, 2011. Micou was
born in Detroit, Michigan. After graduating
from Cornell, he attended Michigan Law
School. Micou also served with the First
Marine Division in China in 1945. After
practicing law in San Francisco and serving
as mayor of Sausalito, California, he spent
his career in international development as-
sistance with the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) in An-
kara, Turkey; Development Resources Cor-
poration in Tehran, Iran; and the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities
(UNFPA), based in New York City. After
he retired, Micou also helped found the U.S.
Committee for UNFPA in New York City.

John Brady ’49, a retired bank assistant
vice president and U. S. Navy veteran, died
on September 24, 2011, at Beechwood
Homes in Getzville, New York. He was 87
years old. Born in Buffalo, Brady attended
Nichols School, Cornell University, and
the University of Buffalo. He served in the

U.S. Navy and went on to become an as-
sistant vice president of the Bank of Buffalo
and Chemical Bank. Brady was a longtime
member and past commander of American
Legion Post 78, as well as a member of the
Western New York Genealogical Society.

Timothy Walter Richards 65 of Lunen-
burg, Massachusetts, died Tuesday, January
4, 2011. Richards received his undergradu-
ate and master’s degrees from Cornell Uni-
versity’s College of Engineering in 1965.
There, he was a recipient of both the Ham-
ilton Watch and Cornell Engineer Awards
for best combination of athletics, academ-
ics, and activities. Richards was the founder
and owner of Orchard Hills Athletic Club
for nearly 40 years, founder and director
of the International Health and Racquet
Sports Association, and founder of the
North Central Massachusetts Boys & Girls
Club, which reaches out to over 400 young-
sters in the communities of Leominster and
Fitchburg. He was also a former trustee of
the Community Foundation of North Cen-
tral Massachusetts and Fitchburg Art Muse-
ums, and former director of both the North
Central Massachusetts Chamber of Com-
merce and the Fay Club in Fitchburg. Rich-
ards was very passionate about astronomy,
hiking, tennis, and running marathons. He
ran his first of 17 marathons at age 57, and
at age 60 he successfully hiked to the sum-
mit of Mt. Whitney in the Sierra Nevada.
He will long be remembered for all he was
and the amazing things he did.

Thomas K. “Bear” Allison Jr. ’67—presi-
dent of Allison Systems Corporation and its
blade systems division, Allisontech Sales,
passed away unexpectedly on January 21,
2012—at Community Medical Center in
Toms River, New Jersey. Allison had over
30 years of experience in the design and
manufacture of doctor blades and doctor
blade systems. He earned his Bachelor of
Science in engineering physics from Cornell
University and a professional engineer’s li-
cense from New York State, and he gained
considerable experience working with sat-
ellites, nuclear warships, and commercial
electric generation technologies before be-
ginning his long and successful career with
Allison Systems. Allison Systems got its
start over 45 years ago, when Tom’s father,
Thomas Allison Sr., invented the first truly
effective doctor blade edge-finishing ma-
chine. Tom Jr. continued this tradition of
innovation, working with Bill Warner and
other talented engineers at the company to
develop computerized doctor blade produc-
tion machines and retrofit blade systems for

customers’ presses. Tom also pioneered the
use of new high-tech materials for blades,
including QR and QRH tool steels, fiber-
glass, and graphite. Tom’s wife, Eve Eng-
lish Allison, will succeed him as president
of Allison Systems. Eve has extensive expe-
rience with the overall management of the
company, and has long managed Allison
Systems’ extensive inventory of precision
steel, specialized plastic, and advanced com-
posite materials. Eve’s expertise in this area
eventually led Tom to create business cards
for her with the title “Woman of Steel and
Plastic.” In addition to his work at Allison
Systems, Tom greatly enjoyed both sailing
and singing. He began racing sailboats with
his dad when he was in his teens, partici-
pating in regattas on Barnegat Bay at the
Jersey Shore. On one such trip he met his
wife-to-be, Eve, on the dock at the Island
Heights Yacht Club, and the couple was
married in 1967. Over the years, Tom and
Eve spent many happy summers in Island
Heights, making it their weekend and sum-
mer home. Although he sailed in many types
of boats, Tom was best known as skipper
of “B+,” an 18-foot Marshall Sanderling,
known locally as a Barnegat Bay Type-B
Catboat or “B-Cat.” Tom participated in
numerous regattas sponsored by the Island
Heights Yacht Club, Lavallette Yacht Club,
and the Barnegat Bay Yacht Racing Asso-
ciation (BBYRA), and was looking forward
to competing in the 2012 season.

Clayton Davis Wrigley Jr. 68 passed away
on February 5, 2012, in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, after an extended illness. Clay was
born in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, to Har-
riet Murray and C. Davis Wrigley. He grew
up in Upper Providence, Pennsylvania, and
graduated from Penncrest High School in
1964. At Penncrest, he was an avid wrestler,
baseball player, and cross country runner,
as well as an excellent student. Clay served
in the U.S. Army as an Italian language spe-
cialist and was also a USCF master-level
chess player. He will be dearly missed by
his family.

John Alan Stefaniak *70 passed away on De-
cember 19, 2011, in Knoxville, Tennessee.
Stefaniak was born on March 18, 1948, in
Indianapolis, Indiana. He graduated with
an MBA from Columbia University in 1972.
Stefaniak was also very active in his com-
munity and his church. He was a dedicated
volunteer for Jefferson County Habitat for
Humanity for many years while his health
permitted. Stefaniak’s family and friends
will miss his dry sense of humor and his
wonderful smile.
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